
IFCA News - Vol.1 #1 - July 2008

learly, the recent IFCA Interna-
tional convention, held in Eugene OR,
was one with a well defined focus.
From the keynote message, deliv-
ered by Executive Director Les
Lofquist on Friday evening, to the
closing message by Alex Montoya on
Tuesday morning,it was easily ap-
parent that there was something "dif-
ferent" about this year's gathering of
delegates from across the country.

The difference, from the perspective
of one who has attended many such
Annual Conventions, was a palpable
passion for the convention theme of
church planting.  This theme was
enhanced by the dual events of cel-
ebrating the 50th anniversary of
NICE (Northwest Independent
Church Extension) and the public
"rollout" of VISION AMERICA.

VISION AMERICA was introduced
with a specially produced video high-
lighting the tremendous spritiual
needs of America against the back-
drop of the country's growing popu-
lation and a shrinking number of
churches.  The video, featuring
Lofquist, was a call to re-engage the
Great Commission activity of impact-
ing our Jerusalem, Judea and
Samaria through the ministry of
church planting.  The closing scene
of the video shows Lofquist stand-
ing beside a mausoleum saying,
"Statistics would demonstrate
that America is a spiritual grave-
yard and many of America's
churches are just like this mauso-
leum.  The very purpose of the
local church is the fulfillment of
the Great Commission and if our
churches fail in this purpose,
we're no different than this mau-
soleum."

Lofquist then launched into the
convention's keynote message, from
the book of Acts, making an impas-
sioned plea for involvement in what
he called a "crucial concept" for IFCA
International:  VISION AMERICA.
"This is vital," he said, "not just for
our country, but for the existence of
IFCA International."

Following upon the keynote mes-
sage, Alex Montoya, Pastor of First
Fundamental Church, in Monterey
Park CA., brought a series of four
challenging messages that filled out
the theme:  "You Too Can Plant a
Church", "The Goal of Church Plant-
ing", The Most Important Ingredient
in Church Planting", and "Getting
Started on Vision America."

Several Convention Seminars and a
panel discussion rounded out the Vi-
sion America emphasis as attendees
were introduced to the on-line re-
source network being built to facili-
tate one of the goals of VISION
AMERICA: to involve people and re-
sources across the country.  In addi-
tion a workshop highlighting the dif-
ferent models for church planting was
presented.

A first-time attendee at the Conven-
tion later wrote, "You folks put on a
great convention!  I was really im-
pressed with the focus and commit-
ment of the folks there.  This was not
a 'few days of vacation in Eugene.'
This was a group of people as-
sembled to do some work for the
Lord!"

VISION AMERICA's story has offi-
cially begun.  "Let's make it our story,"
for the Glory of God!
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"This (VISION AMERICA)is
vital not just for our country

but for the existence of
IFCA International"

 C

IFCA International
2008 Convention Review

Vision America Resources

Vision America Web Page
ifca.org/visionamerica

Conference Messages
ifca.org/eugeneaudio

Conference Pictures
ifca.org/eugenepics

Vision America Video
due to be mailed after September 1



Business Highlights

Standard of Ethics
For two years, the IFCA Board of
Directors has worked to craft a
suggested statement of ethics for
churches and a similar statement
for Pastors.  These statements were
finalized during the Board’s meetings
just prior to the Convention in June
2008. You are encouraged to use
these resources, adopting and/or
adapting them, as you may require
in your particular situation.

(www.ifca.org/ethics)
________

Divorce/Individual Member-
ship Study
The final report of the Board of Di-
rectors on the multi-year study of the
issue of divorce as it relates to mem-
bership has been released.  You will
find it, and all the supplementary
documents, on the IFCA website.

(www.ifca.org/divorce)
________

Financial Challenges
Due to an ongoing financial shortfall
in the General Fund, Director of
Church and Pastoral Ministries, Dan
Fredericks, will be leaving the staff
of IFCA International on August 1 to
take a different ministry position.
While we recognize the sovereignty
of God in this change, it is neverthe-
less true that multiple attempts to
generate the financial support for that
staff position from the IFCA constitu-
ency have been unsuccessful.
Dan's departure leaves a huge gap
in the human resources available to
meet the ongoing needs of the Fel-
lowship. IFCA stands in serious need
of member churches not currently
contributing (over 30% of our mem-
ber churches) to begin doing so, and
for those churches who have not in-
creased their giving to IFCA in many
years to do so, if they are able.  The
continuation of IFCA's ministry and
services depends upon the regular
and generous gifts of its member-
ship.

Did you know?
You can give one time and regular
gifts to IFCA International on-line!

www.ifca.org/donations

Board Member Installation
Re-elected Director, Jeff Anderson (Rocky
Mtn.) and newly-elected, Paul Seger
(Dixie) and Bob Provost (N.Illinois) are
sworn in for four year terms on the Board
by 1st V.P., Chip Birch (Florida).

9:38 Prayer Team
Sign up Today!

www.ifca.org/938

In the first time that the award was ever given to two people, Noel and Lorraine
Olsen were honored with the IFCA International 2008 Faithful Servant Award.

Convention Resolutions
The convention delegates adopted
several important resolutions during
the business sessions of the Con-
vention.  Among the issues ad-
dressed were:

VISION AMERICA
The Definition of Marriage

Planned Parenthood
Parental Oversight of Education

Family Discipleship

These resolutions have been posted
on the IFCA Website.

(www.ifca.org/resolutions)

"The proof of our vision and commit-
ment will be the planting of churches
over the next ten years ... we need
to begin ... I'd like to draw a line in the
sand this morning and ask you if you
would like to cross that line and com-
mit yourself to VISION AMERICA ..."
- Montoya
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